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Why Science? – Then  (1945) 

‘When the war ended with mushroom clouds over Hiroshima and 

Nagasaki, it was blindingly obvious that scientific development would 

play a critical role in the future of nations. Scientists had played an 

essential role in the war effort; now - many hoped - to do the same for 

keeping the peace. Science was understood to be neutral while at 

the same time promoting progress. For many scientists, 

international cooperation represented a means of not only continuing 

their anti-Fascist commitment but also preventing the destructive use 

of science in the post-war era’ Sixty years of science at UNESCO, UNESCO Publishing, 2006 
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Why Science? – Now (2016) 
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Sustainable Development Goals are UNIVERSAL  

 (not just for developing countries)   

and they all need Research and Innovation 

We are part of this – wherever we are in the world! 



The Fourth Age of Research 
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• UK has just 0.9% of population but 16% of most highly cited papers 

(ranking 2nd, behind the US) 

• 47% of all doctoral students in the UK come from outside the UK 

•    72% of researchers in the UK were internationally mobile (1996-2012) 

•    In 1981, 90% of UK research output was only domestic - now more than 

half  of research outputs are produced with an international co-author 

•    Internationally collaborative research is more highly cited  

•    Mobile researchers are more productive 

 

 

 

 



British Council charitable purpose 

To encourage cultural, scientific, technological and other 
educational cooperation between the United Kingdom and 
other countries 
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£50 million GBP 

 

7 years 

 

UK-Egypt investment  

 

In Science, Research and Innovation 
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Partners 
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1. PhD Programme  

 

• Full PhD scholarships (3-4 

years) at UK universities  

 

• Joint supervision – one year 

placements (extendable up 

to 2 years) 

 

• 15 full PhD scholarships 

and 35 joint placement 

available (approx) 

 

• University or research 

centre must be part of 

Missions plan 

 

• Next call tbc (probably 

July 2017) 
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2. Institutional Links 

 

• Grants to develop joint 

research & innovation projects 

between Egyptian and UK 

institutions  

• Up to £300,000 GBP; up to 24 

months  

• Funding can cover: staff costs, 

materials/direct research costs, 

operational costs, travel etc  

• 2 applications / 2 budgets  

• Preference given to 

proposals which involve 

participation from private 

sector enterprises    

 

• Call open April – June 2017 
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"If commercialised, this could really 

help us decrease our waste... and it 

could help us improve our food 

exports because the plastic has 

antimicrobial and antibacterial 

properties," Irene Samy, a professor 

overseeing the project, told Reuters. 
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Working together! 


